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Offering practical help to 
Burn Survivors in the UK

WHAT IS DAN’S FUND FOR BURNS?

Dan’s Fund For Burns (DFFB) is a registered charity, established in 2003 to give assistance and 
support to adult burn survivors within the United Kingdom.  Many survivors experience not only 
the excruciating pain of the aftermath of burns, often requiring surgery and treatment for the 
remainder of their life, but also the emotional distress of coping with a changed body, isolation 
and rebuilding a life.  DFFB hopes to help alleviate some of this distress by various means, some 
of which can been seen in this Newsletter.

NEW YEAR HONOURS TO POLLY

Congratulations to our CEO and Founder, Polly Brooks, 
who was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s 2020 New Year 
Honours list.  So well deserved after many years working 
to help burn survivors rebuild their lives.  Her hard work 
and endless commitment and energy have been officially 
recognised at last!

NOTE FROM POLLY

Dear Supporters and Friends of Dan’s Fund,

Well, what a year it has been.  Things got off to a good 
start with a successful Bali Legends trip to Dubai in late 
November last year, where we raised the largest amount to 
date.  This was not without its difficulties though with the 
failing health of my Dad weighing on us and my Mother 
unable to accompany myself and the kids to the special 50th 
Anniversary.  News shortly after, that I had been nominated 
and successfully chosen in the Queen’s New Year Honours 
List 2020 to receive an MBE was a most welcome boost 
to morale though and made my father very proud.  We 
also received the good news just before Christmas of a 
successful application to the VTCT Foundation for a grant to 
re-do our rather outdated and tired website.  

January saw mixed emotions with the team sad to say 
goodbye to Joy Huston after her 14 years of service to 
the charity as she took well-deserved retirement but also 
celebrated the news of my honour.  With the changeover of 
personnel, Jennifer Fitt stepped up to take on a more active 
consultancy role within the charity and I took over as CEO.   

February saw us settle 
the ship and start working 
towards a host of planned 
events: Golf days in May, 
October, an Opera Concert 
in May, Ball planning for 
2021, the Royal Parks Half 
Marathon, organising the 
Skin Camouflage course, 
the next burn survivors 
weekend away etc.

In March, this all came to an 
abrupt halt when COVID-19 
hit the world.  After the 
initial shock, crisis planning 
kicked in and a review of our 

planned expenditure and current/future income was done.  
With our Trustee meeting quickly moved to Zoom, it was 
decided to put major projects initially on hold - partly due to 
NHS staff being re-deployed elsewhere to battle the effects 
of COVID but also due to the limitations on social distancing 
and the impact on future fundraising.  The skin camouflage 
course was cancelled, as were a whole host of fundraising 
events, and the plans for the next weekend away were put 
on hold.  

We were committed to continuing our donations to 
individuals and I am delighted to say were able to keep 
assisting those in need when they needed help the most.  
We realised that, as a charity, we were in good shape in 
terms of our reserves, home working set up and already had 
a weekly online support chat that has proved invaluable for 
those burn survivors in isolation.  Our focus initially was to 
be there for our people in this real time of need.  Some of 
our burn survivors were in the higher risk categories and, 
as such, were shielding.  Whilst things were quiet, we were 
able to turn our attention to working on the brief for our new 
logo and website with our chosen partner, Visual Assets.  I 
hope you like the new more modern twist on our logo and 
the updated website in due course!

We turned our attention to how we might modify our services 
and fundraising and quickly realised we could do some 
online fundraising.  So, in April, I trained my kids up (aged 
10 & 12) to cycle 26km and join in with the #2.6 challenge, 
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launched around the London Marathon weekend.  One of 
our Trustees, a burn survivor and yoga instructor, kindly 
offered to donate a Sunday yoga session to Dan’s Fund and 
we had 46 join in with some burn survivors doing yoga for 
the first time.

In March, we were taken on as the charity of the year for my 
golf club,  Worplesdon Golf Club and following a presentation 
given in January, we set ourselves the ambitious target of 
raising £20,000 over the year (double the previous year).  
This looked to be a great plan until COVID-19 hit; however, 
the ladies came up with some great online ideas to raise 
funds - quizzes, Easter Bonnet hats etc, but with everything 
being cancelled the £20,000 looked pretty unachievable.  

Sadly, my visit to the Palace was postponed in April and my 
Dad finally lost his battle with the big C so things were pretty 
tough.  However, sometimes, just when things seem to be 
dark, the light comes.  This came in the form of a brainwave 
from one of the Worplesdon GC members, Brendan Taylor.  
He realised as a golf agent, there would be a period of time 
when golf would be allowed before the re-starting of the Golf 
Tour circuit and came up with the idea of hosting a Pro-Am 
in June at the club in aid of Dan’s Fund and The Rainbow 
Trust.  The sun shone and a host of top Pro golfers turned 
out for the day and a massive £27,000 was raised for each 
charity. 

Thank heavens for golf as further events were cancelled 
as the effects of COVID-19 continued to be felt - the Royal 
Parks Half Marathon was delayed until 2021, Golf days in 
May and October postponed.  Our annual Bridge Drive in 
October too and the news that the Emirates Airline Dubai 
7s would also be cancelled in late November sealed what 
has had to be one of the most challenging years on the 
fundraising side.  

That said, with the support of the golfing world and our 
subsequent charity golf day in September, which saw 
a full complement of 4 balls tee off despite the odds, we 
decided to re-start some of our major projects.  Donations 
of a Meek Mesher to Swansea, further donations of 4 
more Lymphatouch machines and a new date for the Skin 
Camouflage make up course next May.  

Fundraising-wise we were disappointed of course not 
to have had runners in the Royal Parks Half this year but 
our runners have been transferred to next year.  We hope 
the extra time to train helps them get fitter and gives them 
more time to raise some funds.  The Dubai 7s cancellation 
was a blow but we were delighted to hear from Herbert 
Smith Freehills that they were committed to supporting 
their charities and would give us our donation in any case.  
That, plus continued support from the Worshipful Company 
of Actuaries for our Adult Burn Support UK website, has 
allowed us to start working on the next stage of the project - 
building a trained burn survivor befriending database.  

A fresh blow was struck in August, when tragedy hit our 
immediate family which affected us deeply and made for 
an extremely difficult period.  I’d like to thank everyone for 
their support and understanding during this most difficult 
of times as we adjusted to the sad loss of my husband and 
father of my two children. 

It’s fair to say its not been an easy year, but I am extremely 
proud with the way the team at Dan’s Fund has navigated 
these tricky times.  Our Trustee team is loyal and committed 
and we thank them for their continued service.  We were also 
so happy that our weekly online chat was up and running 

and it was a welcomed and necessary part of survival for 
many burn survivors through these difficult months.  We 
have donated money for food, furniture, travel costs for 
taxis (to avoid high-risk patients on public transport), rental 
of home massage machines for those not able to get into 
hospital and given advice and support via the phone, email 
and our online chat.

It has been a tough time for many people with the economy 
suffering but we are a resilient country and we thank all 
those who have continued their support in these difficult 
times.  We really appreciate it and would like to thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.  A special thanks to Joy for all 
her hard work and dedication over the years to Dan’s Fund.  
You will know that nothing was ever too much trouble and 
she always went above and beyond.  

Please stay safe everyone and let’s hope things improve as 
we head into 2021.  Fingers crossed! 

For now, with very best wishes for the festive period ahead,

Polly 

CHANGES IN STAFF

NOTE FROM JOY:  

It has been my privilege to have played a small role, working 
with Polly, in the development of Dan’s Fund for Burns and 

to know that the Charity is now 
an integral part of the UK Burns 
world.  During the past fourteen 
years, I have met the most 
amazing people; clinicians from 
all sectors of The Burns Services, 
many courageous burn survivors, 
and the amazing fundraisers and 
supporters.  My respect for the 
work and care that the Burns 
Service staff tirelessly perform is 
profound.  This work will not stop, 
and I shall remain dedicated to the 
ongoing input of DFFB.  Thank you 

to everyone who has contributed and also those dedicated 
supporters whose donations have allowed the continued 
assistance to burn survivors.  Polly’s dream is now a reality. 
The recent Queen’s Honour of an MBE is recognition of all 
her efforts.

COVID-19

The covid-related challenges we face as a small charity 
have been shared by many many other charities throughout 
the country and, indeed, the world.  So, we are not alone; 
many individuals have lost their income, or had their income 
reduced.  This has, of course, affected some of our burn 
survivors who have often already been suffering reduced 
income due to their injuries.  With our own diminished 
income, we have, however, succeeded in continuing our 
assistance to as many burn survivors as possible.

Front-line NHS staff and carers of all descriptions have felt 
the full force of this tragedy; staff have been affected in every 
area of the NHS and burns staff are no exception.  However, 
as we know, life goes on, and burn injuries have continued.  
Some of the burn clinicians were seconded to ITU, but for 
the most part we understand that the first-class treatment of 
burn injuries has not been affected.  We offer our heartiest 
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congratulations to ALL those dedicated NHS and carer staff 
who have worked tirelessly.

One such NHS angel, Krissie Styles, a former lead burns 
nurse for the LSEBN, was kind enough to recommend Dan’s 
Fund For Burns and myself as potential recipients of a poem, 
created especially for us by Erin Bolens as part of a wider 
poetry project.  This was funded by the Arts Council through 
the Poetry Takeaway and was designed to help lift the spirits 
of those living and helping through these challenging times.  
We were thrilled with the results.  I hope you enjoy it too!

A Journey

A poem for Dan’s Fund for Burns
We know you weren’t expecting this,
an uprooting, life shaking shift.

We know it feels too much,
and there is no quick fix.

We know a moment can stay on your skin for life,
an abstract tattoo you didn’t choose.

We know scars are felt well below the skin,
but they are not the sum of you.

We know that discharge is not an end
but a start, getting to know your body again.

We know no one’s journey is the same
and the map is written in an unknown language.

We know change feels
like an unreachable horizon.

We know you can get there
and we have seen it to be a happy place.

We know it can feel like you have no compass,
We hope you know you can turn to us.

WHERE HAVE WE SPENT YOUR DONATIONS 

ROYAL BRISBANE AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL 
BURNS UNITS

Shortly after Joy’s retirement, she left to visit her friends 
and family in Australia.  While she was there, she visited 
the Royal Brisbane Women’s Hospital, the Hospital where 
Polly was evacuated to and treated after being so severely 
injured in the Bali Bombings.  Joy was greeted warmly and 
delighted to meet many of the staff who had helped Polly’s 
gradual and painful return to life.  Joy took Newsletters 
and Greetings from Dan’s Fund for Burns and of course, 
particularly Polly.

I think they were all very impressed with the accomplishment 
of DFFB.

L-R: Julie Wright, Colleen Martin, Anne Webster, 
Dr Michael Rudd, Allison Hill

In 2003, Polly returned to Brisbane with funds to set up 
a Trust in memory of her husband Dan.  The Trust was to 
assist in travel costs for staff to attend conferences and 
further training courses.  It was wonderful to learn that the 
Trust is still in existence and funds generated have assisted 
many staff since its inception.  They were all so grateful – 
one letter below:

From Anita Plaza, Team Leader Physiotherapist 
Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital

I am a physiotherapist at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s 
Hospital (RBWH), in Brisbane, Australia where I first met Polly 
back in 2002.  I would like to thank Polly and Dan’s Fund for 
providing ongoing financial support to the allied health and 
nursing staff at the 
RBWH.  This fund 
has allowed staff to 
access educational 
opportunities related 
to burn care over 
many years.  Prior 
to Dan’s Fund, there 
was no way for allied 
health staff in our 
hospital to receive 
financial assistance 
to attend courses to improve their knowledge and skills in 
the management of burn injuries.  

Photo (plaque)
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of communication via emails and phone calls.  It was only 
a matter of days from the agreement being electronically 
signed until I was in possession of the machine and re-
establishing a routine for myself.  Being on ‘stop’ is a 
daunting feeling, being given back a certain amount of 
control in such a difficult recovery process has really made 
a difference.

This support has had a huge impact on me, both physically 
and mentally.  It has allowed me to be proactive again with 
my recovery.  The communication with both Dan’s Fund for 
Burns and Physiopod has been consistent.  I’ve received 
numerous calls and emails throughout the process and I feel 
I have built up a rapport with both parties.

I am looking forward to the future when hopefully I am strong 
enough to return to physical challenges which had been a 
big part of my life before the accident.  This will enable me 
to raise money for this amazing charity that supports people 
like myself.

Phil Marsden – Baptist Pastor, Oct 2019

DFFB was able to assist a refugee who had been deliberately 
burned but had no access to benefits of any kind once 
released from Hospital.  Happily The Baptist Pastor came 
to the rescue. 

“Just wanted to thank you all on behalf of Mr EH and myself 
for helping sort the extra donation you were able to give 
EH from Dan’s Fund.  He was amazed and moved at the 
generosity and support Dan’s Fund were able to show with 
your gift and it will go a long way to helping him begin to 
rebuild his life again.”

HELPING WITH DAY TO DAY LIVING

In addition to paying for travel costs, rent arrears, rental 
payments and electricity and food bills, we have also bought 
two medical automated beds, a washing machine, paid for 
flooring, a nebulizer and various pieces of furniture for burn 
survivors.  We have received acknowledgement and thanks 
through social media, by email and letters.  We are delighted 
to be able to help.

Sylvia Mac received one such bed from us and you will see 
from the photo below how delighted with it she was!

A medical bed for a burn survivor
A huge thank you to Dan’s Fund for supporting me by 
purchasing a bed that has 
helped with my ongoing 
back and leg problems 
caused by my burns. 

I have been fortunate enough to receive assistance from 
Dan’s Fund on several occasions over the past 15 years 
to attend Burn conferences in Edinburgh, Scotland as 
well as locally in Australia.  Each of these opportunities 
was an occasion to learn from experts in the field of burn 
management while also presenting some of our own burn 
unit’s research projects.  

Without Dan’s Fund I would not have been able to attend 
these valuable learning experiences.  I would like to extend 
a big thank you to Polly and all involved with Dan’s Fund.

INDIVIDUALS 

Over 53 individual burn survivors have benefitted over the 
past 12 months, from grants large and small - assistance 
comes in many forms: transportation and parking costs, 
emergency funding to individuals who have lost everything, 
renting equipment and more.  Your donations make a 
difference to the lives of many burn survivors.

Oscillation Therapy Machine Hire for Hannah

Having suffered a serious burn injury after an accident in 
August 2019, I was only 7 months into my recovery when all 
NHS treatments and therapies came to a stop as a result of 
Covid-19.

It was upsetting to find out that my therapy dates were to 
be postponed, but given the circumstances and the severity 
of the virus, the decision was critical.  From a personal level 
however, it made me feel that my long road to recovery had 
essentially come to an abrupt stop.

Up until this point being proactive in my recovery helped 
me channel my thoughts; I felt that I was pushing things 
forward, which in return helped to balance my mental health. 
Time seemed to pass by quicker with weekly treatment 
dates booked in the diary.  Deep Oscillation was one of the 
therapies that I was undergoing regularly, one that I looked 
forward to as it gave immediate relief in helping soften the 
tightness of my scar tissue.  I also felt there was some visual 
changes beginning to occur.

The Occupational Therapist in charge of my treatments 
knew how difficult a break from this therapy would be for 
me  given my circumstances.  She looked into rental options 
with the company Physipod and then approached Dan’s 
Fund for Burns.  There was an opportunity to rent a Personal 
Deep Oscillation Machine, that could be used from home 
to carry out therapies by oneself or with the assistance of a 
family member.

The news that Dan’s Fund for 
Burns were keen to help with the 
rental proposal was incredible, 
I felt so lucky.  I couldn’t be 
more grateful to Dan’s Fund 
for Burns for agreeing to cover 
the six weeks’ rental costs for 
the machine.  Furthermore, the 
communication between DFFB 
and Physiopod resulted in an 
additional six weeks of rental 
with the agreement of a case 
study of my experience in using 
the machine.

The whole process was clear and quick with simple lines 

Deep Oscillation® Personal 
Sports machine supplied by 

PhysioPodUK Ltd.
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For many years I’ve found it impossible to get a good night’s 
sleep, often getting up in the middle of the night.  I no longer 
have any of those problems as the bed allows me to adjust 
the head and feet via remote control ensuring a comfortable 
sleep.

Since receiving the bed, I have found it easier to carry out 
my daily routine without struggling as much as I did before.

I really see this donation as a lifesaver and am eternally 
grateful to the charity & Polly Brooks.

Sylvia Mac

SOCIAL MEDIA THANK YOUS

Facebook: Dans Fund for Burns

Instagram: @pollydansfund2002

Twitter: @DansFund4Burns

ADULT BURN SUPPORT UK WEBSITE 
AND ONLINE LIVE CHAT 

Dan’s Fund for Burns (DFFB) is pleased that thanks to 
the Worshipful Company of Actuaries, it has been able 
to continue its funding and management of  the ongoing 
Adult Burn Support UK (ABSUK) project.  It was launched in 
October 2017 as a website signposting users to information 
on the aftercare and support available to adult burn survivors 
across the UK.  

A year later, we launched a weekly online burn support Live 
Chat hosted on the ABSUK website.  This provides a safe, 
private platform for anyone affected by burns to come online 
any Wednesday evening, 7.30-9.00pm, to ask questions, 
share experiences, discuss burn-related topics or concerns 
and mutually support each other.  The feedback continues 
to be positive with comments like: “It’s fantastic that there 
are places like this for burns survivors to talk and support”, 
“It’s been nice to connect here today”, “I am really glad I 
came to talk to you guys it helped”.

When the online chat first launched, members of the 
Psychological Therapy Service at Broomfield Hospital, 
Chelmsford, acted as Moderators for the chat whilst 
developing a workshop to train selected burn survivors to 
volunteer as moderators.  We are pleased to say that  we 
now have 8 burn survivors trained up by Chelmsford, who 
take turns moderating the weekly Live Chat enabling us to 
offer an adult burns peer support chat.   
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Esther is one of the burn survivors who volunteers as a 
moderator for the ABSUK online Live Chat.  She works as a 
Junior Sister in the Children’s Burn Service at Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital.  Here are her thoughts on being a 
Moderator for the online burn support chat:

Note from a Live Chat Moderator

“I am one of eight burn survivor volunteers who have been 
trained to moderate the weekly ABSUK online Burn Support 

Live Chat.  This platform 
has not only given me 
the opportunity to meet 
amazing and awesome 
people from diverse 
backgrounds, but I have 
also learned a lot about 
the various stages and 
experiences individuals go 
through with their burns’ 
journeys and the many 
different treatments used.

It is really encouraging 
to witness how everyone 

comes together to support each other, cheer each other, 
encourage and empower each other by sharing their coping 
mechanisms, treatments, experiences and lifestyle activities.  

Although the chat is available every week, I moderate once 
every six weeks or so.  I always enjoy the group, engaging 
with everyone and helping to support and guide them; they 
inspire and even educate me.  It is such a joy and privilege to 
be part of this amazing online family.” 

We are happy to be able to continue to offer this adult burn 
support option.  During the pandemic, with lockdown, we 
saw an increase in the amount of burn survivors joining the 
Live Chat and coming on regularly to connect, ask questions 
and share their feelings during this very uncertain time.  We 
have a number of regular users who join most weeks and 
have created a nice supportive community.  

DFFB has been fortunate enough that the Worshipful 
Company of Actuaries have extended their 3-year grant for 
further development of our Adult Burn Support UK Project.

The next stage is to develop and administer a burn support 
Befriender Database Service.  This would allow us to create 
a network of trained burn survivors who can offer support 
to new burn survivors who may be struggling following their 
burn injury.  We look forward to being able to report more 
about it in next year’s newsletter.

A BURN SURVIVOR’S LOCKDOWN EXPERIENCE

I am a burn survivor, having suffered full thickness burns to 
both of my arms, neck and most of my chest (approximately 
20% body surface area), during an accident which occurred 
on 2nd August 2019.  I spent approximately nine weeks as 
an inpatient at the Burns Unit in Northern General Hospital, 
Sheffield and required four operations during my stay.  I now 
visit the Northern General Hospital (Burns Unit) regularly on 
an outpatient basis, and will continue to do so for the next 
year and a half or so.
Lockdown felt very unusual initially, as in many respects 
there was much uncertainty caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Part of me felt that my usual rhythm had been 
disrupted somewhat. 

However, as days went by, I found the lockdown to be 
progressively therapeutic, as it made me realise that the 
most important thing truly, is to keep ourselves alive and 
well, both mentally and physically, in spite of our individual 
or collective (in this instance, perhaps) circumstances.  

I learned to, once more, value the very basics of life, such as 
food, drink, rest and positive interactions with others (in this 
instance, via telecommunication). 

As everything seemed to come to a standstill during 
lockdown, I perceived this as an opportune period to reflect 
on my journey, more than ever before.  Sometimes, when 
we truly reflect with an open heart, 
we face pain as well as joy.  But 
this can also remind us that life’s 
journey is undeniably fraught 
with adversity, the overcoming 
of which can bring about a great 
sense of happiness and fulfilment.  
Ultimately, it is this very notion that 
kept me going during lockdown.

Life’s journey is both very personal and also magnificent in 
so many ways, some of which we struggle to comprehend at 
the time.  Being a burn survivor has made me stronger than 
ever before, and I will be forever grateful for the ongoing 
support and platform to converse with others, provided by 
Dan’s Fund for Burns.”
Yags

ASSISTANCE TO NHS BURNS SERVICES

LYMPHATOUCH MACHINES

Vacuum-Massage for Burn Scar Management: 
The Patient and Therapist Perspective

In 2019, Dan’s Fund for Burns supplied LymphaTouch 
vacuum-massage equipment to 12 Burn Services across 
the UK at a cost of £70,320.  Although these machines have 
been widely used in Europe they were relatively unknown 
in the UK, particularly within the Burn Services.  For this 
reason, DFFB had asked each Burn Service  to participate 
in a feedback survey on the effectiveness of these machines 
with a view to presenting the findings at the British Burn 
Association Conference.  

Unfortunately, with Covid-19, the BBA Conference in August 
was cancelled but we would like to give you a small insight 
into the findings of the Burn Services, as listed here:
• 88% of patients reported that their scars felt more 

supple following vacuum-massage.  Comments 
received included:  “scar feels it’s not pulling as much 
when reaching up with arm”, “I got relief for four to 
five days following treatment before the feeling of 
tightness returned”, “scar feels more mobile/ lifted after 
treatment”.

• 88% of therapists also reported an improvement in 
the suppleness of the patient’s scars immediately 
following treatment, which demonstrates a consistency 
of opinion. Comments included: “less labour intensive 
than hands-on massage”, “will be kinder to our joints in 
the long-term”.

Based on this initial positive feedback and with the need 
for further research and feedback, DFFB decided to offer 
machines to those services who were unable previously to 

Join Live Chat
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take up our offer.  We are pleased that an additional 4 Burn 
Services will be receiving LymphaTouch machines donated 
by Dan’s Fund for Burns in 2020. 

OTHER ASSISTANCE TO NHS BURNS SERVICES

We are proud to announce that we have purchased 4 Meek 
Meshers, totalling £54,142, during the past twelve months.  
We would like to thank and acknowledge Eurosurgical Ltd 
for their ongoing support in offering discounts on their Meek 
Mesher equipment.  

A Meek Mesher is a piece of equipment which cuts pieces 
of skin into small squares and then separates the pieces 
of skin on a gauze swab so they can be easily applied to a 
burn wound and cover a much larger area (6-12 times) than 
would have been possible with the original piece of skin.

Using this technology, large total body surface area burns 
can be healed where there is very limited donor skin available 
and can mean the difference between the patient surviving 
or succumbing to infection and multi- organ failure.

QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM

Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham - In October 2019, 
Joy Huston and Natasha Padda represented Dan’s Fund 
for Burns to hand over a new Meek Mesher to the Burns 
Service at the University Hospital Birmingham.  We were 
greeted by Elizabeth Chipp, Consultant Burns and Plastic 
Surgery, Training Programme Director and Chair, Plastic 
Surgery Training Committee, HEE West Midlands, who, on 
behalf of her Team has written:
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The Burns Team at University Hospital Birmingham are 
extremely grateful to Dan’s Fund for Burns for their very 
generous donation of a Meek skin graft mesher.  This valuable 
piece of equipment allows us to treat patients with the most 
serious burn injuries who may otherwise not survive due 
to lack of suitable donor sites for skin grafts.  This mesher 
allows us to use all available donor sites and to use smaller 
amounts of skin than traditional techniques.  This has been 
particularly helpful for patients with very large burns and 
elderly or unwell patients where rapid wound healing is of 
particular importance.  We have used this equipment on at 
least a dozen patients since we first received it last year and 
it is now a vital part of the service we offer to our patients.

In February, Elizabeth Chipp wrote:

I just thought I would write and update you about how 
useful the Meek Mesher has been since you kindly provided 
it for our unit. We have now used the Mesher successfully 
on many cases including several major burns >50% TBSA 
as well as elderly patients with smaller burns. In fact, it is 
being so well used that there are times when it has been 
unavailable because it is not yet sterilised from an earlier 
case! We are extremely grateful to Dan’s Fund for providing 
this equipment which has already made a huge difference 
to our patients.

WHISTON HOSPITAL, PRESCOT, MERSEYSIDE 

The Whiston Hospital Burns Service received their Meek 
Mesher, which, they say will improve treatment for the burn 
survivors.  Once again, due to the Coronavirus restrictions 
no formal handover was possible; however, we are  delighted 
to hear the following from them:

“We are very grateful to Dan’s Fund for Burns for helping us 
to acquire, by funding, our new Meek Mesher machine.  We 
first used this equipment some years ago, on a loan basis, 
in the case of a teenager with 96% burns who spent almost 
a year in hospital with us.  She had excellent outcomes and 
now, thanks to the generosity of Dan’s Fund for Burns, we 
have finally been able to obtain the equipment for ourselves 
on a permanent basis.  We anticipate numerous patients will 
gain benefit from its used in months and years to come.

Thank you Dan’s Fund”  

Professor Kayvan Shokrollahi
BSc MB ChB MSc LLM MRCS(Eng) FRCS(Plast)
Consultant Burns, Plastic & Laser Surgeon
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The team with the Whiston Hospital Meek Mesher

PINDERFIELDS HOSPITAL, WAKEFIELD

“The Burns Unit in Pinderfields have received their Meek 
Mesher and are thrilled to be putting it to use immediately.  
Sadly, due to the Coronavirus, we have not been able to 
enjoy a formal handover of the machine, however the 
photograph shows a delighted staff and we received a thank 
you from Preetha Muthayya, Consultant Burns & Plastic 
Surgeon:

“On behalf of the Pinderfields Burn Service, I would like to 
thank Dan’s Fund for their generosity and support to our 
burns patients, over the years.  The donation of the Meek 
Mesher recently has made a huge difference to us in treating 
extremely complex patients and we are grateful for your 
continued support.

The Laser Doppler imager, that was donated a few years 
ago, has been quite useful in our recent Covid situation, in 
treatment planning.

I especially wanted to thank Joy Huston for helping us with 
both donations.”

WELSH CENTRE FOR BURNS, SWANSEA

Our most recent donation of a Meek Mesher machine was 
delivered to the Welsh Burns Centre at the end of August 
2020.  We haven’t been able to do a formal handover of the 
machine but they have sent us a photo of some pleased 
members of the Burns Theatre team with the machine along 
with a lovely thank you from Peter Drew, Consultant Burns 
and Plastic Surgeon:

“I’d like to thank the Dan’s Fund for Burns’ Trustees for their 
help in purchasing the Meek Mesher System for the Welsh 
Centre for Burns and Plastic Surgery. 

The equipment arrived with us recently and I have just spent 
the morning with the Burns Theatre team re-familiarising 
ourselves with the machinery and the process of Meek 
meshing.  I’m sure it will prove invaluable in improving 
outcomes for burn-injured patients in Wales and the South 
West UK.  Thank you to the Dan’s Fund Trustees”.

CHRISTMAS - OXFORD HANDBOOK FOR BURNS 

We decided last Christmas to give each Burn Service a copy 
of this informative and useful guide to the management and 
treatment of burns.  This was welcomed across the services 
and indeed received thank you notes from a couple of the 
contributors to the book!

BBA JOINT MEETING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY FOR BURN INJURIES

Dan’s Fund had submitted an abstract to present on our 
experiences and findings from running the Adult Burn 
Support UK weekly online chat.  We had hoped to present 
at the BBA Joint meeting with the International Society for 
Burn Injuries – Sharing Knowledge conference which was 
scheduled for August 24th - 27th 2020.  

The conference was sadly cancelled due to COVID-19 and 
has now been re-scheduled for 14-17th June 2021.  We shall 
re-submit our abstracts in due course and are lucky enough 
that Moor Instruments who supply Laser Doppler machines 
are prepared to continue to sponsor us to attend the event.  
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They were kind enough to give us a generous donation after 
the conference was cancelled this year.  We are grateful for 
their ongoing support.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

VTCT FOUNDATION

The VTCT Foundation provides grants for medical research 
work in the field of disfigurement and provides support to 
organisations who help those living with a visible difference.  
Dan’s Fund for Burns has been fortunate enough to receive 
a grant from the VTCT Foundation to redesign and update 
our website.  The current website is now over 12 years old 
does not display well on modern smartphones and tablets.  
This grant will enable us to build a much more modern, 
responsive, cross-platform website.  We are grateful to the 
VTCT Foundation for their generosity. 

Each year the VTCT Foundation sponsor workshops for the 
Appearance Collective, a group of organisations/charities 
who support those living with a visible difference.  At 
these workshops, the group comes together, shares ideas, 
enhances their skills and participates in research projects.  
Over the last year, DFFB has taken part in social media 
& communications workshops, using ACT principles to 
support those with a visible difference and joined in their 
first Virtual Research Showcase in July 2020.  The showcase 
was hosted by the Centre for Appearance Research (CAR) 
who presented some of the research projects they have 
been working on that are funded by the VTCT Foundation.

When the Coronavirus pandemic started, the group organised 
video calls every couple of weeks for visible difference 
charities to check in with each other regarding the impact of 
the pandemic on their charities and to share information on 
available funding, fundraising ideas and changes happening 
within their organisation during lockdown.  DFFB was happy 
to take part in the calls being able to check in with other 
charities and support each other during these extraordinary 
times.

THE DFFB WEBSITE

We are extremely grateful to Lynn Coles from Oblong who 
set up our original Dan’s Fund for 
Burns website shortly after DFFB 
was launched.  Lynn has, since then, 
continued to update and maintain, pro 
bono, our website for 15 years.  This 
was hugely appreciated particularly 
when we were struggling to get 
started!  THANK you so much Lynn 
for your time and ongoing support 
over the years.

With the VTCT Foundation grant enabling us to update and 
refresh our website, we thought it was a good time to do the 
same with our logo.  We felt it could use an update while 
keeping the identity we’ve already established.  The team at 
Visual Assets, whom we appointed for the website update, 
sent us some initial logo ideas.  

We then collaborated with them to come up with a symbol 
that would represent the main aim of the charity - providing 
support to adult burn survivors.  The new logo uses a circle 
of people with their arms around each other to illustrate this 
idea of support.  We hope you like it.  

YOUNG ADULTS WEEKEND AWAY 

In October 2019, 20 Young Adult burn survivors from across 
the UK attended a three night weekend residential break at 
the Sandy Balls holiday village in the New Forest.  This was 
the ninth time I believe the weekend has been sponsored by 
DFFB.  From the group, 4 were attending for the first time, 
4 for the second time and the remaining 12 had attended at 
least two Young Adult camps.  The weekend ran on a semi 
structured basis with all attendees being asked to take part 
in two group sessions with the rest of the time being free 
time to plan activities on or off the holiday village site.

The first structured session was a group Alpaca walk!  After 
a brief introductory session, the group took turns to walk the 
six Alpacas on an hour long walk around the site.  It was a 
lot of fun and a great informal way to get people talking and 
getting to know each other.

The second structured session was a workshop called 
‘Active Bystander’, originally developed to challenge 
oppressive behaviour in the workplace it was slightly 
modified to include aspects linked to scenarios people with 
a visual difference have experienced.  Some of the attendees 
found this workshop extremely beneficial, some wished they 
had taken part in it earlier in their life and some felt it wasn’t 
relevant to them yet but maybe useful for the future.
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2019 ROYAL PARKS HALF MARATHON

Whilst we didn’t officially have any runners in the 2019 Royal 
Parks Half Marathon, Lev Bukhman, an old friend of Dan’s, 
obtained a place and came to London from Canada to run 
the half marathon and raised £1,800 for DFFB.  We’d like to 
say a big thank you to Lev for his support. 

EMIRATES AIRLINE DUBAI RUGBY SEVENS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

At the beginning of December 2019, the Emirates Airline 
Dubai Rugby 7s threw a weekend extravaganza of rugby, 
netball and a magical concert by Kylie Minogue in honour of 
the 50th Anniversary of the tournament.  

Kylie and the Bali Legends

From British Servicemen playing rugby in the sand in the 
70s, the event has come a long way in the past 50 years.  
In 2009, the Rugby World cup 
was held in the then new and 
impressive Al Ain Road 7s 
stadium where we play today.  
The 7s series followed and 
the rest is history.  

In the lead up to this 70s themed tournament, an extremely 
successful fundraising long lunch was held in October in the 
run up to the event.  Gary Chapman, President of dnata, 
enjoyed hamming it up for the worthy causes.  

The 850-strong crowd, entertained by former All Blacks 
Captain, Mils Muliaina and Scottish legend Scott Hastings, 
were most generous on the day and a new record was 
reached in funds raised.  Dan’s Fund was lucky to be one 

of the five chosen 
charities to benefit from 
this generosity.  

The dnata Bali Legends 
were delighted to be 
playing once again in 
the highly competitive 
International Legends 
tournament and were 
comfortable winners 
of their pool.   As the 
tournament ran over 
my son’s 12th birthday 
we were delighted to 

For the rest of the weekend, people were able to choose 
as individuals or as a group what they wanted to do and 
activities included swimming and using the gym onsite, 
a bike ride in the New Forest, a visit to Salisbury and an 
‘Escape Room’ challenge!  In the evening, some people also 
attended a Tina Turner tribute show onsite, whilst others had 
a movie night!  One big aspect of the weekend was staying 
in groups in caravans making them responsible for their 
cooking/cleaning and communal life.  This seemed to help 
develop life skills and different ways to build self-esteem.

Overall it seemed to be a great success and feedback 
included:
“Great to spend time with other survivors!”
“Making friends, sharing experiences”
“Inspiring to hear what others are doing”
“Helps continue confidence building”
“I feel better about myself and feel more accepting of my 
burns”

The ability to continue funding these very worthwhile events 
is of great importance to the Trustees.  The feedback is 
consistently positive.  Sadly, due to Covid-19, there will not 
be a Young Adult Weekend this year, however, we are hoping 
to be able to plan one in 2021, government restrictions 
permitting.

SKIN CAMOUFLAGE COURSE

Courses for new trainees, as well as a refresher course 
for those who have benefitted from earlier training were 
scheduled for early 2020.  Sadly, once again due to the 
Coronavirus, these courses have been postponed.  For now 
a new course has been scheduled for May 2021 and we 
hope that this will be able to go ahead.

FUNDRAISING

We would like to pay particular tribute to Peter Derby (Polly’s 
father) whose enormous energy and dedication to Dan’s 
Fund for Burns helped him to raise over £100,000 over the 
years.  Peter was involved in the initial stages of Dan’s Fund.  
His shrewd financial advice was instrumental in securing the 
longevity of the Charity.  He worked tirelessly fundraising 
for DFFB, walking the Great Wall of China and holding bi-
annual Golf Days at Woking Golf Club.  His death in April is 
a great loss to DFFB, and of course, to his wonderful family.  
Our sincere condolences to all his family.  Gary Chapman, dnata President
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As a Trustee for Dan’s Fund for Burns I thought it would be 
nice to give something back and to help fill the gap of many 
cancelled fundraising events.

I decided to dedicate one of my regular classes to the 
charity.  We spent a couple of weeks promoting it and on 
the day I had 46 people show up, which was amazing.  Not 
only did we flow and breathe together but we raised £600”.

Thanks Katherine!

The Brooks family bike challenge 26km - 
#Twopointsixchallenge

At the height of lockdown, the kids and I decided to take part 
in the #2.6 challenge set up around the weekend of what 
would have been the London Marathon in an effort to keep 
us fit but also raise some funds for Dan’s Fund.  In trying to 
decide what all three of us could achieve, we decided that 
we could try and cycle 26km either in one or over two days 
( I was unsure whether Nicola, aged 10 would manage it in 
one go!).  

So on Saturday 26th April Lawrence, Nicola and I set out 
(after some training runs I have to admit!) along the old 
railway line towards Cranleigh with our borrowed padded 
cycling shorts on!  It started well and when we got to the 
13km mark, I realised that Nikki was still going strong so 
decided to try and push her to manage the whole 26km in 
one go!... They both did so well but at about the 19km mark 

have my children pitch side to cheer them on.  Unfortunately, 
the Bali Legends were beaten in the dying seconds in a 
hard-fought and frustrating Quarter Final by the 100 World 
Legends.  Thanks go to our sponsors, dnata, Herbert Smith 
Freehills, Silber Arrows, Premier Inn, Arabian Adventures, 
Ruckin Rugby, Cofely Besix and KitWorld.  A massive 
£36,000 was raised.

Bali Legends 2019 with Gary Chapman post Quarter-Final

It is with sadness and a sense of inevitability that the Dubai 
7s was cancelled this year due to COVID-19 and we were 
all disappointed not to be heading out there this November 
but we hope for a vaccine soon and for everyone to be safe 
and for this event to come back stronger in 2021.

CORONAVIRUS 

As the Coronavirus struck, not only for us, but the world, 
life has changed dramatically.  Along with many others, we 
have had to curtail or postpone and even cancel some of 
our upcoming fundraising events.  As you will all appreciate, 
this is extremely frustrating for small Charities such as 
DFFB who rely solely on donations and fundraising events. 
However, during this time, we are grateful to the imagination 
of many during lockdown!

TRUSTEES’ ACTIVITIES DURING CORONAVIRUS

A Yoga Fundraiser

During lockdown, we were fortunate enough to have one 
of our Trustees, Katherine Yousefi, host a Yoga fundraiser.  
Here’s what she had to say: 

“When lockdown was announced I acted quickly to bring 
my yoga business online.

11
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Nik was busy discussing how she was going to “kill me with 
a knife” when we got home and that she would never forgive 
me!..... 

Unfortunately for her, there was no choice but to battle on 
and I am so impressed with them both that we managed the 
full amount in one go and we raised over £4000 by doing so.   
Thanks so much to all those who donated.  

Polly, Lawrence and Nicola

WORPLESDON CHARITY PRO-AM
Thursday 25th June 2020

With most live fundraising events cancelled throughout the 
world during the summer of COVID-19, golf became our 
saviour!

Brendan Taylor, a member of Worplesdon Golf Club and 
Head of Golf for Wasserman Media Group, realised early on 
in lockdown that there would be a time when golf would be 
allowed to be played on a socially distanced basis before 
many other things resumed and before the Pro Tour would 
restart.  

Glorious weather for the Pro-Am day

He proposed to the club and his work team that this 
would be a perfect opportunity to put on a Charity Pro-Am 
tournament.  
The Professionals would welcome a competition to get 
back into the swing of things and the Amateurs would have 
a once in a life-time opportunity to play with the likes of 
Colin Montgomerie, Andy Sullivan, Thomas Detry, Georgia 
Hall and Charley Hull and many others.  So, a plan was 
put in place and quickly 
it became a sell out and 
many friends and golfers 
around the country 
donated some amazing 
prizes for the raffle and 
silent auction.  Lots of 
organisation kicked in 
and the day dawned with 
the hottest day of the 
year forecasted but at 
least no concerns over 
rain stopping play!  The 
sanitising stations, socially 
distanced tee times, all 
helped to maintain a safe 
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and socially distanced competition and the event was won 
by Thomas Detry in the dying throes of the day.  

The main winners were, however, the two charities, The 
Rainbow Trust and Dan’s Fund with a total of over £50,000 
raised for them both.  A remarkable achievement during 
what had been the most unusual summer of 2020.

WORPLESDON GOLF CLUB CAPTAIN’S CHARITY DAY 
Tuesday 15th September 2020

Thanks to the Worplesdon Golf Club Captains, Elly Saunders 
and Bob Gayford, Dan’s Fund was chosen to be their charity 
for the year.  We were delighted to be invited to hold a charity 
event at the club in September.  We started advertising the 
event in early March and quickly teams signed up.  However, 
Covid-19 struck and we put our efforts on hold to watch how 
things would play out.  Things looked hopeful in early June 
and with the Worplesdon Pro Am successfully completed, 
we relaunched the event and quickly sold out.  

With many ups and downs in the run up to the event, the 
Club could not 
have done more to 
accommodate the 
day.  They took the 
wise decision to 
hire a large marquee 
for outside the club 
house and even with 
the new rule of 6 
coming in just days 
before, they were 
able to comply with all the regulations.  With a massive sigh 
of relief and joy by all concerned, the event was able to take 
place.  So, with 80 players and brilliant sunshine, Dan’s 
Fund and friends took over the course for the morning - with 
a “beat the pro” on the 10th hole and nearest the pin and 
longest drives and of course the mulligans with a “drink” at 
the 10th a must!

We were delighted that the Football Club Foursomes, Dan 
Parr, Rowley Aird, Rupert Clarke and Stevie Moore, won the 
day and they have told us they are keen to come back and 
defend their title next year!  Prizes for many and a live auction 
and raffle meant that we were able to raise over £9,000 
thanks to the generosity of the Club and all concerned.  
Many of the raffle and auction prizes were donated by golf 
club members, friends and family.

SURREY REPORT

It seems a long time ago that DFFB held their annual Bridge 
afternoon at Shalford Village Hall.  It was a very happy 
afternoon with 20 tables raising a remarkable £1,468.50.  
The raffle, cake sales and donations of money, raffle prizes 
and of course all the scrumptious tea made by my talented 
helpers.  They do a wonderful job each year.

We decided to change the Autumn Event and go to a 
different Club each year if possible, starting with Bramley.

We had a fun new Autumn Golf day at Bramley Golf Club.  
The course was in great condition and we were very well 
looked after by the Club.  I would like to thank all the staff 
very much.  We had 32 players and were very lucky with the 
weather.

Polly and her niece Annabel 
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Winning team at Bramley Golf Club, Polly Brooks, Alison Brown, 
Elly Saunders and Christine Barker- Goldie 

The 100+ Club continues to flourish and is a much needed 
source of regular income for the charity.  As one would 
expect numbers drop and I am always looking for new 
members.  The basic commitment is £12 per year ie.  £1 = 1 
share that goes in the draw each month.  You can have as 
many shares each month as you would like.  The form is at 
the back of the newsletter.  The November Draw will be the 
200th Draw since we launched the Lottery!

Sadly my report now has to finish with the word 
POSTPONEMENT.  You all know the reason that Patrick 
Mannix’s Concert was cancelled and then the Spring Golf 
Day at Windlesham and the Autumn Day at Tyrrells Wood 
were also abandoned.  We were so lucky with everyone 
being very generous though and not a single person asked 
for their money back from our concert ticket sales and many 
left in their entry fee for the golf day.  We were so lucky 
that between the two events we were still able to raise over 
£1800 despite them not actually going ahead.  Thank you to 
everyone for their generosity.

You will know about all the efforts that both Captains 
of Worplesdon Golf Club have done for DFFB this year 
elswehere in the newsletter.  I would like to add my personal 
thanks to the Members and Club who gave to all their help 
on the course and prizes to the Raffle and Auction.

I would like to give a special thanks to my special regular 
supporters, Val and Mike Band, Jane Hoy, Hilary Leigh, 
Sally Maddison, Barbara Perry, Chris Pickett, Lucy Strong 
for  their invaluable help along with several other regular 
helpers at each of the DFFB Fund Raising Events and the 
DFFB 100+Club.
Hilary, Val and Mike have been running the Lottery each 
month on Zoom.

Rosemary Derby

FUTURE EVENTS

Spring Golf Day at Windlesham Golf Club 
on Friday 21st May 2021
Woking Golf Day at Woking Golf Club 
on Tuesday 1st June 2021
Autumn Golf Day at Tyrrells Wood Golf Club 
on Friday 1st October 2021
Bridge Afternoon at Shalford Village Hall 
on Friday 15th October 2021

LONDON AREA ADULT BURNS SUPPORT GROUP

Lisa Williams, Principal Clinical Psychologist
Burns Service, Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

These are strange times indeed and it is hard to remember 
what was happening in our lives before we began to live with 
Coronavirus! 

A big change for London area adult burns group in 2020 
that was already on the cards was finding a new venue for 
our gatherings as a result of the planned relocation of the 
Changing Faces offices from just off Tottenham Court Road. 
Our meeting in March was our first at the new trial venue – 
the Waterloo Action Centre.  This was literally days before 
the lockdown was announced and things were already edgy 
so understandably not many people came. 

I thought I would share some of the note that I sent out to the 
group back in June 2020 after a busy few months at Chelsea 
and Westminster and most other NHS acute hospitals as we 
did our best to respond to Covid-19. 

I just wanted to reach out to you all and touch base.  For 
those of you who are curious about what life has been like 
working at the Burns Centre at Chelsea & Westminster, it 
has been an interesting time.  Very quickly our adult and 
paediatric admissions dropped down and it does appear for 
a few weeks we saw a reduction in burns requiring hospital 
care.  A similar pattern was seen across the entire country. 
At first we were worried that nobody wanted to be anywhere 
near a hospital so they were trying to manage things 
themselves and we would then get lots of infected burns 
but thankfully that was not really the case.  After those first 
few weeks the admissions started rising and we went back 
to the same level of activity as we were before.

As an update to where we are now, in the Autumn, as we 
enter what appears to be a second wave of infections, is 
that I can say that the demands for inpatient and outpatient 
hospital burns care is as busy as it ever was and shows no 
sign of slowing down again.  What has changed and not 
gone back to before is that many services are still unable 
to safely provide the levels of outpatient, elective and scar 
management in person treatment.  Many of the physical 
spaces we would have seen patients in are still closed, 
have been repurposed for something else or just are not 
appropriate to use in the current climate to protect patients 
and staff.  Unfortunately, most hospitals are not well designed 
to prevent infectious diseases that spread as efficiently as 
this coronavirus!  We are hopeful that we will start to offer 
this again as soon as we can safely and effectively do so. 
We are asking our patients to please be patient with us.  That 
being said if you or someone you know is really struggling or 
suffering and you feel that you need your burns team to see 
you - virtually or in person - please do contact them if you 
have not already done so.  They may be able to make some 
exceptions where there is a clear need.

The burns psychology teams have mostly been working 
remotely by phone and online but also go into the hospital 
on specific days to reduce the risk to each other.  We still 
see and screen inpatients wearing the required PPE. Some 
outpatients have embraced the change and want to continue 
to work with us virtually even when they can come back and 
see us.  It has been a time of huge strain but also amazing 
innovation and transformation for the NHS.

The burns psychologists have met nationally online (with 
better attendance than normal) and it seems we have all 
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been working on setting up and providing new staff support 
for our colleagues which is something most of us were not 
involved in before.  Personally, this has been some of the 
most enjoyable and challenging work during Covid-19. Our 
clinical colleagues throughout the hospitals, care homes and 
community have been doing an amazing job under extreme 
circumstances and it was lovely to be able to support them.

The adult burns group did meet again in September but 
virtually. We enjoyed a lively presentation with lots of 
surprising facts and information from Rachel Meynell, the 
burns dietitian at Chelsea and Westminster.  There were 
so many questions from the participants that we ran over 
the golden one hour maximum promised.  It would appear 
that we are likely to be virtual again for our end of year get 
together too (7.12.2020). 

As always the flexibility and generosity of Dan’s Fund in 
responding to requests from the burns units for financial 
support (large and small) on behalf of individuals who literally 
have nowhere else to turn is so gratefully acknowledged.  
For those of you raising funds for the charity please know 
that when they say even a few pounds can make a difference 
please know that it really does.  It can mean that someone 
has enough money to pay for transport to come to the clinic 
and get their dressings changed regularly, which increases 
the speed of their healing and reduces the risks of infection. 
It can mean a person has a pair of trainers big enough for 
swollen bandaged feet and the dignity of jogging bottoms to 
be discharged home in instead of hospital pyjamas.  There 
are so many examples I could give you.

To finish let me wish you all good health and encouragement 
to look after yourselves and each other.

LONDON AREA ADULT BURNS 
SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS 

The group continues to meet 4 times a year in the 
middle of September, December, March and then late 
June or early July.  
For exact dates and details or to join the mailing list, 
contact Lisa Williams on 020 3315 2504 or by email 
lmwilliams@nhs.net or visit the website 
www.chelwest.nhs.uk/services/surgery/burns-
service/burns-support-groups

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 2019-2020

These figures are not audited and are therefore are not final 
figures.
‘Donations made’ are the grants we make to individuals, 
groups and institutions.
‘Charitable Expenditure’ is the administration cost of 
running the charity.
‘Costs of generating funds’ are the costs of specific 
fund raising activities.
DFFB has raised £90,942 in the year ended 31st March 
2020 (2019: £109,595).

2019/20 Expenditure:

Donations made 
Charitable expenditure
Costs of generating funds

DFFB PATRONS AND TRUSTEES

In 2020, DFFB welcomed Lisa MacLaren onto our board of 
Trustees.  Lisa met Polly through their mutual friend Annika, 
who sadly lost her life in the Bali bombing.  She has been 
a great DFFB supporter since day one.  Lisa has lived and 
worked in Japan and Canada over the past few years, 
working in the world of HR & Recruitment.  Now back in the 
UK, we are delighted Lisa has joined the DFFB Team as a 
Trustee.

FOUNDER AND CEO
Polly (Miller) Brooks, MBE

TRUSTEES
Ms Emma Danks - Chair

Mr Greg Williams - Deputy Chair
Mrs Rosemary Derby
Mr Roger Masefield
Ms Lisa MacLaren
Mr Alistair Strong

Mrs Katherine Yousefi 

PATRONS
Professor Fiona Wood

Sir Michael Davies KCB
Gen Sir Alexander Harley KBE CB

Ms Sophie Thompson

AMBASSADORS
Mr Alexander Scott

Mr Robert Small
Mr Jack Goswell

FUNDRAISING - HOW TO DONATE
There are several ways to donate: 

Justgiving:
https://www.justgiving.com/dansfund

Virgin Money Giving:
www.virginmoneygiving.com - Dan’s Fund for Burns

PayPal:
donate via paypal to pollymiller@dansfundforburns.org

Facebook:
search for and like Dans Fund For Burns

choose to create a fundraiser 
or add a donate button to your post

Bank Transfer:
contact DFFB for our bank details

 £115,189  

 £54,893  

 £17,339  

2019/20 Expenditure 

Donations Made
Charitable Expenditure
Costs of generating funds

£54,893

£17,339

£115,189
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 SHOPPING ONLINE?

Use EASYFUNDRAISING and AMAZONSMILE to 
raise money for DFFB

It won’t cost you a penny!

REGISTER TODAY:

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dansfund

Every time you order online, click on the 
easyfundraising icon, 

Find your vendor and order as usual
 

VISIT www.smile.amazon.co.uk to REGISTER 
and raise funds for Dans Fund for Burns while 

shopping online at AMAZON.  A small % is given to 
DFFB at no extra cost to you. 

Every little bit helps and costs you nothing. 

100+ CLUB
Would you like to have a flutter as well as 

supporting the work of DFFB?
Why not join the 100+ Club?

There is a draw each month with 4 prizes
Each “go” or share each month 

has a chance of winning
Each share costs £1 every month 

= £12 per year
You can have as many shares each month as you 

like, paying yearly in multiples of £12
The form is on the back page of this Newsletter

DFFB needs you!

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS (GDPR)
Dan’s Fund For Burns is committed to protecting your privacy 
and complies with GDPR 2018.  A copy of our Privacy Policy 
can be read or downloaded from our website: 

www.dansfundforburns.org
We may be in touch to let you know about services or events 
that may be of interest including our Newsletter.  If you would 
prefer not to receive this, please email info@dansfundforburns.
org putting UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 

Offering practical help to 
burn survivors in the UK 

www.dansfundforburns.org

01344 622 977
info@dansfundforburns.org

07526 847 699

For information, support and 
guidance on burns in the UK 

Funded by

www.adultburnsupportuk.org

Online Live Chat
Wednesday evenings

Online Live Chat
Every Wednesday 7.30-9.00pm

ABSUK leaflet Oct2020 new logo.indd   1 20/10/2020   13:11
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100 + CLUB FORM

If you would like to join the 100+ Club, please fill in the 
form below and send it to:

Rosemary Derby, Red Tiles, 4 Dagden Road, Shalford,
Guildford, Surrey, GU4 8DD

DFFB 100+ CLUB Standing Order Mandate

To the Manager:  Bank plc

Address of your Bank: 

Please pay to:
Barclays Bank plc
Guildford West Surrey Group of Branches, 
PO Box 317, Woking, Surrey, GU21 1WT

Account name: Dan’s Fund for Burns No.2 Account
Sort code: 20-35-35
Account number: 00362735

The sum of  
(amount in words)

£  (amount in figures)

Starting on  day of  20
and annually on 1st January thereafter until further 
notice.

Account name: 

Sort code: 

Account number: 

Signed: 

Date: 

Address: 

DFFB CONTACT DETAILS:
Dan’s Fund for Burns
9 Orchard Road, Shalford, Surrey, GU4 8ER
Tel: 07526 847 699
Email: info@dansfundforburns.org
Website: dansfundforburns.org

Registered Charity No. 1098720

DONATIONS
If you would like to donate to Dan’s Fund for Burns,
please complete the form below and send to:
Dan’s Fund for Burns
9 Orchard Road, Shalford, Surrey, GU4 8ER

If you are a UK Taxpayer, please complete the Gift Aid 
Form which grants the charity a further 25p on every £1 
you donate.  THANK YOU.

To: Dan’s Fund for Burns
9 Orchard Road, Shalford, Surrey, GU4 8ER

Tel: 07526 847 699

I enclose a donation in the amount of £ 
(please make cheques payable to Dan’s Fund for Burns)

Name: (please print) 

Address: 

Postcode: 

GIFT AID FORM

I am a UK Taxpayer.

Date: 

Signature: 

You must pay an amount of UK income tax or Capital 
Gains Tax at least equal to the amount we claim from the 
Inland Revenue.

Cheques from a joint account must be signed by the 
taxpayer.

You may cancel this Declaration at any time.

If you cease to be a UK taxpayer, please notify DFFB.
Please also notify DFFB if you change your name or 
address.


